Bay Area group Walken happens to have
an actual one, so we could see how the
imitation stacked up against the real deal.

What we got surprised us.

Well, it might not have been so surprising
to find out that miking the Vetta gave a supe-
rior sound in terms of crunch, bite, warmth, and
presence than recording direct, but the direct
recording wasn't bad at all. The DI signal was
a bit thin and muddy, but it wasn't something
we'd turn our noses up at if we were in a bind.
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NOT-SO-QUICK PICKS

“There is that extra 10 percent that you can
get out of the guitar amp, if you work at it," said
Andy Sneap, metal producer extraordinaire,
from his Backstage Studios in England. “I
don't think amp modelers are the do all and end
all. They are a way to get a good, workable tone
very fast. At the end of the day, it is an imitation
of something. | was a bit dubious about the
whole amp modeler side of things. | had never
really heard them sound that good, until the
Pod xt Pro came out. I'm actually really
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impressed with it. | still wouldn't put it above
a good amp with an SM57 and a good cab with
Vintage 30s. But if you're in a position where
you can't make a lot of noise, or you're record-
ing at home, the Pod xt Pro is definitely the way
to go. I've got programs like Amplitude and
Amp Farm, and | haven't found any of them that
sound as good as that POD, but then again |
haven't found anything that sounds as good as
a Peavey 5150 or a Boogie with a SM57 in the
right place.”




